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2001 Habilitation in River Engineering and Hydraulics, BOKU Vienna
1997 Ph.D. in Sediment Transport, BOKU Vienna
1991 Msc. in Environmental Engineering and Water Management, BOKU Vienna

Previous and Current Position

Since 2019 Head of the Institute of Hydraulic Engineering and River Research

Since 2018 President of the International Commission for the Hydrology of the Rhine basin

Since 2016 Vice President of WASER (World Association for Sedimentation and Erosion
Research, located in Beijing, China)

Since 2011 Full professor in Hydraulic Engineering and Modelling, BOKU, Vienna

Since 2014 UNESCO Chair on Integrated River Research and Management

2010 - 2017 Head of Christian Doppler Laboratory for Advanced Methods in River Monitoring,
Modelling and Engineering.

2009 Visiting Professor at the UC Berkeley / USA and University of Minnesota / USA

2001 Ao.Univ.Prof. at the University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences Vienna

1998 - 1999 PostDoc at the National Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research Ltd.

(NIWA), Christchurch, New Zealand
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Main areas of research

Main areas of research are the identification, monitoring and modelling of hydraulically relevant basic

processes to allow the planning and implementation of technical measures, which support the economic

and social interests of the population and are at the same time suitable to preserve and/or improve the

ecological functioning of rivers. New knowledge leads to measures, which compensate the negative

consequences of anthropogenic influences, lead to sustainable hydropower and navigation, improve flood

protection, thereby dealing with discharge and sediment regime as central focus and with their effects on

the river and its floodplains. Field work, physical (large scale Hydraulic Engineering Laboratory) and

numerical modelling are the main research tools.

Most relevant research achievements

Awards
science2business Award 2015

2013 Science Prize of Lower Austria

2002 Environmental Prize of the Austrian Society of Environment and Technology for Sustainable
Floodrisk Management

1998 Erwin Schrédinger Scholarship of the Austrian Science Foundation

Recent keynote lectures

Habersack, 24.11.2021: Balanced sediment budget and morphodynamics as precondition for habitat
quality, lifeline MDD Conference: Science as basis for the 5-country Biosphere Reserve Mura-Drava-
Danube Management, online.

Habersack, 31. 1. 2019: Sediment transport and river morphology — an important link, keynote lecture at
NCR Days 2019 Conference Land of Rivers, Utrecht, Netherlands.

Habersack 17. 10. 2018: R&D Needs and Suggestions in Sediment Monitoring and Management in EU,
keynote lecture at the 6 Particles in Europe Conference, PiE-2018 Lisbon, Portugal.

Habersack, 28. 8. 2018: River basin: sediment transport, reservoir sedimentation and management,
keynote lecture at ICCE SYMPOSIUM 2018 Climate Change Impacts on Sediment Dynamics:
Measurement, Modelling and Management, Moscow, Russia.

Research projects (excerpt)
PiCASSO (FWF, PI Sindelar, Co-PI Habersack) 2020-2023. 356 kEur

IM_Fluss (CD Laboratory, Pl Habersack) 2010-2017. 1,450 kEUR
SEDDON Il (EU Interreg, Pl Habersack) 2016-2022. 9,000 kEUR total budget
DanubeSediments (EU DTP Interreg, Co-Pl Habersack) 2017-2019. 3,600 kEUR

Global Sediment Management Study - Sediment Management in Reservoirs and Run-Of-The-River
Projects (Word Bandk, initiator, Pl Habersack) 2019-2022, 1,500 kEUR
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